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PROMOTING ENGAGEMENT WITH THE TEACHING OF ECONOMIC HISTORY








Thursday 22 March 2012





WORKSHOP 


Oxford Brookes University


Room CG02, Harcourt Hill Campus, OX2 9AT


How can we engage students with economic history? The subject has become increasingly marginalised from many university history curricula in recent years, but it remains a fundamental part of the discipline and essential for a proper understanding of much broader topics such as population distribution, patterns of consumption and material culture, and the rise and fall of empires, governments and mass political and social movements. The methods and skills associated with learning how to read economic history also have high transferable value in the graduate job market: for example, numeracy, critical thinking, and understanding of long-range processes of change. This event will draw together good practice in engaging students with economic history and provide a forum for discussing how to re-energise and re-integrate it into mainstream history curricula.


The workshop aims to promote the exchange of good practice, and the development of a community of teachers in economic history. Speakers will give practical examples of their teaching, and student responses to it. 


Talks will be available as podcasts after the event at www.history.brookes.ac.uk/more


Please note that funds for travel expenses may be available from the HEA for participants coming from outside Oxford: www.heacademy.ac.uk/travel-fund


To register please contact Dr. Alysa Levene at � HYPERLINK "mailto:alevene@brookes.ac.uk" �alevene@brookes.ac.uk�  








PROGRAMME


Thursday 22 March 2012 at Oxford Brookes University, Harcourt Hill Campus, Oxford, OX2 9AT





10.00 – 10.15	REGISTRATION


Coffee and Welcome


10.15 – 11.30 	SESSION 1: 


Innovations in teaching economic history: promoting engagement 


1. Steven King (University of Leicester), 'Economic history in action: students debating the roots of modern dilemmas.'


2. Richard Toye (University of Exeter), ‘Teaching students to interpret economic rhetoric.’


3. Mark Freeman (University of Glasgow), ‘Methods in an applied case study: "Height, health and history".’


11.30 – 11.45	COFFEE 


11.45 – 13.00	SESSION 2: 


Methods and approaches in teaching economic history: skills and training 


1. Geoff Timmins (University of Central Lancashire), ‘Active learning and quantitative methods in economic history.’


2. Hugh Pemberton (University of Bristol), ‘Teaching economic history by stealth.’


3. Andrew Hinde (University of Southampton), ‘Teaching sources and methods in historical demography.’


13.00 – 13.45	LUNCH


13.45 – 15.00	SESSION 3: 


Round table: The challenges of promoting economic history, and where do we go from here? 


15.00     CLOSE
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