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The conference is an integral part of the three-day Biennial of Public Space organized by the Italian National Institute for Urban Planners (INU). It wishes to bring together various perspectives on public space in the city of Rome pertaining to any historical period. The aim of the conference is to open debate on the notion of public space across time, interpreted as a fluid concept having architectural, institutional, political, social, religious, phenomenological, and artistic relevance. These suggestions are by no means exhaustive, and wish simply to establish a point of departure for the ways public space is used as a cultural concept. The uniting feature of the conference is its focus on the city of Rome through the ages. Of special interest are the following areas:
· Representations of public space in painting, poetry, theatre
· Management of public space
· Architectural design of public space
· Political uses of public space

The public-private dichotomy is a governing feature of western tradition declinated differently in different times. The central issue is of course what we mean by public, and how this concept is expressed in spatial practice. The concept is slippery at best, and various writers have attempted to establish a broad typology of the uses of the word public, many of which have relevance for the classification of space. The word public may refer to areas pertaining to the workings of the State, or the market economy. It may also refer to the sphere of spontaneous sociability, areas of citizen practice in variegated everyday exchanges which are characteristic of any democratic system. Public spaces are generally defined in architectural practice, and carry meaning associated with the forms of government which shape urban and regional development. While located in three-dimensional space, public areas are particularly rich in semiotic terms, at times expressing sharp tension between vernacular and formal meaning systems. They may convey deliberate political messages; or represent the mentioned areas of spontaneous interaction, protected as such by the State, allowing citizens to give free reign to various forms of creative expression. Public spaces may also have a juridical dimension, establishing an exclusive definition of space which can be termed public. We can provide a provisional summary, and state that public space is a polythetic concept containing three core components: ownership, accessibility, and assembly. Not all public spaces may be publicly owned, and not all may be universally accessible or promote free association. But when the concept of public space is deployed in discursive practice, some or all of these components are generally invoked or implied. 

Any approach to the study of public space is welcome. Urban studies may focus on conceptual definitions as they have evolved through time, or on the function of public space within the setting of the city. A political approach might focus on the different uses of public space under different systems of government. A phenomenological approach might look at the way public is construed in everyday life, and the way public and private can provide an axis around which personal identity is organized. Artistic uses could range from portrayals of public space in different media, to the use of images drawn from public space in visual or poetic forms of creative expression, or the use of the trope of public disclosure of private confidences as a narrative device.

Ideally the conference will result in a collection of essays published in English. Those interested in participating should submit a two-hundred-word proposal to the organizers and a one-page cv. The deadline for submitting a proposal is October 15, 2010. Acceptance will be notified by October 30, 2010.

