Where is Central Asia in Long-Run Histories of Economic
Development?

A session addressing this question has been scheduled by the International Economic History Association
as part of the XVIth World Economic History History Congress in Stellenbosch, South Africa, 9 13 July
2012 o
li cr;he Americas, Asia, the Levant and Sub-Saharan Africa have all variously featured in the
vast htqﬁ_I prompted by the work of eminent economic historians such as North, Greif, and Acemoglu
al, on institutions, exchange and economic development. Central Asia, however, has been
c!onspltuotrslyhent‘I'The recent interest in the region has, instead, come from two sources which fail to
locate the region in long-run analyses of economic development.
~ The first comes from global historians who position Central Asia as a crossroads for global
mmerce — although their narratives often end abruptly when the East-West Silk Routes declined. These
L:F have tended to relegate the economic importance of the region by positioning it as a global
g

fare’ rather than as a global ‘workshop’ that produced globally-consumed commodities vital to
onom1c development amongst trading neighbours. The work of Jos Gommans (e.g. ‘Warhorse and
Post-Nomadic Empires in Asia, c.1000-1800" Journal of Global History (2007) 2, pp.1-21) is a singular but
ovetlooked example to the contrary.
The second comes from historians of Central Asia who are determined to show that it did not
become a ‘backwater’ after the development of direct maritime commercial links betweeniEurope and
af EiL500= - These 1rnportant new histories have tended to focus on rehg1ous cultural and social
conq ith other regions — or with merchant networks — rather than economic issues of growth, or
institu lj&reloprnent diffusion and evolution; in so dolmg, ];hey. - inadvertet ;Sf placed
Asia in a ‘backwater” to the new economic histori I R )
This session thus hopes to bring to
re-position Central Asia within these histo
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(4) the role of Central As1an trade to Rue-si-an.mﬂ .

(5) the effect of railroad connections on—mafkaw_.
trade from the nineteenth-century. '
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(The background image shows the interior of a cotton mill — most likely in Tashkent



