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Economic History Society and Social History Society joint autumn workshop

Tuesday, 13 September 2011
University of Huddersfield

Consumption and standards of living since the eighteenth century:

economic history, social history, cultural history
CALL FOR PROPOSALS
At this point in the development of consumption as a field of historical enquiry, the Economic History Society and the Social History Society believe it would stimulate further research to bring together researchers, including postgraduates, for a one-day workshop. Proposals to present a paper are now invited, and should be sent with a proposed title and abstract of about 200 words to Dr Paul Atkinson, University of Huddersfield, at: p.d.atkinson@hud.ac.uk by 7 June.
Much of the most fruitful recent work on consumption has crossed the disciplinary boundary between economic history and cultural/social history. Ben Fine and colleagues have argued that the consumption of a commodity makes most sense when studied as an entire system of production containing not only demand and supply but also the discourses and meanings which various actors create around the commodity. In similar terms, Mary Douglas and Baron Isherwood in The World of Goods combined anthropology and economics to argue that consumption should be examined in its wider setting of how individuals relate to one another, using goods as means to communicate, to build bridges or create fences between one another.
Examination of the meanings of material culture has become a rich seam of research in the last twenty years, bringing new sources, such as artefacts and catalogues, under consideration and demanding new techniques of the historian. The economic study of household budgets has expanded, bringing new sophistication to the understanding of both income and expenditure in standard of living debates, and shedding light on the distribution of welfare within the household between husbands, wives and children. The work of Jan De Vries, with his ‘industrious revolution’ driven by expanding consumption aspirations, has crossed the same disciplinary boundaries and provoked continuing debates.

We are pleased to have secured two excellent keynote speakers for the conference in Dr Ian Gazeley, Senior Lecturer in Economic History at the University of Sussex, and Dr Jon Stobart, Professor in History at the University of Northampton.
Areas in which proposals would be welcome include:
· Using consumption evidence in research on living standards

· The cultural meanings of consumption of different goods

· Consumption as a marker of class: respectability, emulation or pride in difference?

· Consumption and the construction of gender identities.
Huddersfield is an easily accessible venue with good rail services from east and west, and road access via the M62. There will be a charge of £10 to cover costs: bursaries will be available for postgraduate and early career researchers.
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