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Temporal and spatial synchronicities: interrogating the processes of heavy industrialization and de-industrialization
A small group of economic and cultural historians have been meeting since 2005 to discuss comparative industrialization/de-industrialization histories across Europe. We are now considering a research programme to develop our co-operation. To further this discussion, a one-day symposium is being held on Friday, 13 November 2009 at the South Wales Miners’ Library, Swansea University. There will be two papers given by Dr Quentin Outram of Leeds University and Dr Brian McCook of Leeds Metropolitan University. Our aim is to explore and refine our research hypothesis.

The research will produce four snapshots of industrialization/de-industrialization by decades: 1845-55, 1895-1905, 1945-55, and 1995-2005. Industries include coalmining, coal processing (coke, etc.), iron mining and processing, and steel-making.

Regions to be considered for inclusion: northwestern and western Europe, including the UK, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, and Portugal (Portugal is included as an important control, as a non-industrializing place). Eastern and central Europe, including Poland and Turkey. Asia including Manchuria, Korea, and Japan. And key colonies: South Africa, Namibia and Mozambique.

Themes to be analysed: workforce; identity; agriculture; levels of technologies; training provision; economic geography; transport infrastructure.

Programme

0930: Coffee and welcome (Professor Chris Williams, Swansea University).

1000: Paper by Dr Quentin Outram (Leeds), ‘Energy, Industrialization and the Varieties of Economic Development 1800-2000. The Differences that Coal Makes’. Discussant: Dr Ben Gales (Groningen University). Chair: Professor Huw Bowen (Swansea).

1200: Lunch
1300: Paper by Dr Brian McCook (Leeds Metropolitan), ‘Opposite Poles? Comparing Coalfield Communities in the Ruhr and Pennsylvania, 1870-1924’. Discussant: Professor Adam Walaszek (Cracow Jagellonian University). Chair: Dr Leighton James (Swansea).

1500: Tea
1530: Discussion. Including consideration of the appropriateness of the time snapshots and regions considered. For example, should we include 1745-55 and/or 1795-1805; should we include India, the Ukraine or North and/or South America? What would be gained in terms of research results by either the spatial or temporal expansion? What degree of empirical comparatability should we expect in our research results over time and space? To what extent can cultural variables be precise and compared? Brief comments on temporal (Professor Pat Hudson, Swansea), spatial (Professor Dr Ad Knotter, Sociaal Historisch Centrum voor Limburg, Maastricht) and cultural (Leighton James) aspects will be offered as a preliminary to a wide-ranging discussion. Chair: Chris Williams.

1700: Close
The support of the Economic History Society is gratefully acknowledged, as is that of the Richard Burton Centre for the Study of Wales, Swansea University.

This symposium is open to anyone interested in attending. However places are limited and need to be booked. Please contact Professor Chris Williams for further information:
christopher.m.williams@swansea.ac.uk
