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In 1926 Arthur Redford published a path breaking analysis of migration in Britain in the first half of the nineteenth century which remains the standard account today.  Redford’s most important conclusions were: 1) That most internal migration between 1801 and 1851 was very short distance. 2) That the large regional shifts in population distribution which took place could nevertheless be accounted for by a series of short stepwise migrations. W.H. Chaloner in the preface to the second edition, published in 1963, noted that 40 years after publication Redford’s general conclusions had not been challenged. This remains the case today. By using the published 1851 census data and especially a 2 per cent sample of the 1851 census comprising nominal/individual level data - that will allow us to go much further than Redford – in our paper we revisit the Redford thesis by answering the following questions: 1) Does an analysis of migration patterns by age indicate that migration patterns in the very late eighteenth century and early nineteenth centuries conform to Redford’s general model?  2) Did migrants into settlements of different sizes vary in their origins?  Were longer distance migrants more or less likely to go straight into large towns than short-distance migrants? 3) How did migration patterns differ between occupational groups? 4) Did whole families migrate together or were migrants primarily single? 5) Can the birthplaces of migrants’ children be used to, at least partially, reconstruct the steps involved in lifetime migration?

