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During the twentieth century the population of England and Wales experienced significant gains in their standard of living due to the elimination of tuberculosis. In 1901 tuberculosis represented about 11 percent of all deaths versus the year 2000, when tuberculosis represented less than 0.1 percent of all deaths.  This has been accompanied by a reduction in morbidity, as measured by the tuberculosis notification rate, which declined by more than 90 percent over the twentieth century. People suffering from tuberculosis at the end of the twentieth century were not easily recognised by the general public as the pattern of their illness was relatively innocuous and their lives were altered very little. This marks a stark contrast with the beginning of the twentieth century when tuberculosis posed significant social problems and was associated with fear, despondency and death. The veracity of the tuberculosis decline is widely accepted and reported in the literature and the benefit to individuals and society in general has also been postulated. However, to date there is a shortage of quantitative estimates about the value of the elimination of tuberculosis. The analysis presented here will provide an initial effort to fill this void. By developing and applying an original methodology, that can evolve qualitative information (about the health and welfare burden of tuberculosis during the twentieth century) into quantitative data and collaborate with existing health indices (the tuberculosis death and prevalence rate), the paper presents quantitative (monetary) estimates about the value of the elimination of tuberculosis from a health and welfare standard of living perspective, in twentieth century in England and Wales. 

The contribution of the results are for the estimates they provide about the value of the elimination of tuberculosis in twentieth century England and Wales in terms of the declining probability of death from tuberculosis, the declining prevalence of tuberculosis, and most originally, the improved quality of life when suffering from tuberculosis. When these features are considered in aggregate it is possible to estimate the standard of living gains, which are calculated to be worth in excess of £30 billion for twentieth century England and Wales. 

In addition to providing original quantitative estimates about the standard of living gains generated by the elimination of tuberculosis, these results corroborate a more sanguine conclusion than that which currently exists in the qualitative literature. This research also provides an optimistic contribution to contemporary health debates which tend to neglect early twentieth century standard of living gains.

