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The People in Place project seeks to trace objective changes to family size and structure in early modern London, and to examine relations within and between households. An important contribution to this discussion is the integration of property histories into the database of reconstituted families. One of the problems we have with analysing household composition is our ignorance, in most cases, of the physical structures within which these people lived; the distinction between house, houseful and household is also crucial to evaluating much of the information contained in census-type returns that use these units. Similarly, a qualitative appreciation of family life is enhanced by an understanding of the rooms and spaces and facilities available to the family. The meaning of private and public is affected by spatial conditions and constraints; the gendering of domestic space and activity is an important element in family dynamics.

As early modern London grew and spread, it became more diverse and more sharply differentiated from area to area. The medieval and Tudor city contained a variety of house types, from the poorest to the most splendid, often close to one another, but the seventeenth century saw the emergence of wide areas of similar housing and social character. Some of the poor and labouring classes continued to live close by the rich for economic and practical reasons, but the majority were settled in areas generally of a poor urban or suburban nature, especially to the north and east of the city, that contrasted with the better houses of the mercantile centre and the middling-class developments towards the west. This paper examines housing in seventeenth-century Cheapside and Aldgate and compares some of the evidence for changing types and standards of accommodation with that for changing family forms and relationships.

