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The proposed paper is intended as a contribution to the research concerned with the working class and leisure during the interwar years. There has been a limited interest in the collective organizations that were formed in almost all European countries during this period. These organizations focused on different ways of organizing the leisure time of common people. Initially, they were focused on travel arrangements, but gradually as travel conditions deteriorated when the Second World War drew closer, their interest turned towards leisure activities in general.

I will argue that the logic behind these organizations can be explained by an understanding of how the working class in each country was organized. Moreover, these organizations can be understood in terms of some kind of paternalistic consensus-model, which implied that the leisure time of workers had to be organized. As well, there were often genuinely entrepreneurial interests behind the formation of travel organizations. The leisure industry expanded rapidly, creating business possibilities at the same time as the labor movements provided ample and organized markets for “red entrepreneurs”.

In the democratic states, the reformist labor movement initiated “leisure organizations”. These organizations took a number of different, but related forms. In undemocratic states, the state formed the leisure organization. Two of these popular travel organizations from the interwar years are quite well known: Dopolavoro in Italy and Kraft durch Freude in Germany (1).

However, their counterparts in the democratic states are not as well known. Focus will be on the Swedish organization, where the knowledge is derived from extensive archival research. Efforts to highlight what is known about other democratic countries popular travel and leisure organization will also be made, as well as a comparison between the different organizations in general.

(1) De Grazia, V. (1981) The Culture of Consent. Mass Organization of Leisure in Fascist Italy. Cambridge and Baranowski, S. (2004) Strength through Joy. Consumerism and Mass Tourism in the Third Reich. Cambridge.
