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Campbell has provided us with an excellent overview and analysis of lords' agricultural economy in the first part of this period, yet as he freely acknowledges, demesnes accounted for 20-30 per cent of the land, and the remainder was cultivated by peasants. There are numerous technical difficulties in studying peasant agriculture, but some patterns and trends can be perceived from the study of inventories, tithes, tax records etc. Peasants were subject to some of the same constraints and influences as the lords, such as soils, climate and markets. But differences in the crops grown and animals kept can be identified, which point to peasants having their own economic priorities and management systems. Towards the end of the period, with lords bowing out of direct management of their demesnes, the peasant sector became even more important. Expanding our knowledge of peasant agriculture gives us insights not just into peasant production and peasant mentality, but also the long-term development of English agriculture at the dawn of the modern era.

