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Foreign trade statistics are the main data source in the study of international trade. However its accuracy has been under suspicion since Morgernstern published his famous work in 1963. More recently Federico and Tena (1991) have resume the question arguing that the official international trade data is not so bad and they can even be useful in an adequate level of aggregation, for each country as a whole. But the geographical assignment problem remains unsolved, it being crucial to achieve any geographical study of international trade.

This paper focuses on the spatial variable through the international textile data reliability analysis for 1913. It compares bilateral trade data for all kind of manufactured textile merchandises as one unique good to avoid problems due to different classification criteria.  It aims to test if discrepancies between trade partners’ data can be attribute to spatial patterns. In this particular economic sector, for the year 1913, such discrepancies between trade partners’ sources seems not to be attributable to a geographical pattern based on distances. Mapping textile trade distribution for each country twice, using its own statistics and the data of its partners’ trade data, reveals that a geographical analysis based on official sources, not considering magnitudes but distribution, is allowed.

This result revisits Morgernstern for the emergent field of the new geographic models in international trade approach but it is limited by the nature of the textile sector at that time. In this sense geographical interferences are quite insignificant due to the extremely high weight of Britain in the international textile markets for 1913. It has to be taken into account that British trade represented 39% of world trade in manufactured textiles. Britain’s trade data reliability have been out of question by the literature, but information coming from its trade partners seems to be quite reliable too, as long as the British share of foreign markets is so concentrated. Although these results can not be generalised to other economic sectors, textiles by themselves are enough important to justify further research in this field.

