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Professor Jane Humphries uncovers new evidence about the lives of the British child workers of the Industrial Revolution.
 
Using the children’s own testimony (written and recorded at the time) and ground breaking animation, this is a “forgotten voices” style portrait of the lives lived at the sharp end of the “Age of Manufactures”.
 
As well as showing what they felt about growing up as the first generation of industrial workers it also tells the story of how and why Britain put its children into harness in the first place.
Professor Humphries also puts forward the theory that without the contribution of the child workers Britain would never have emerged as the world’s first global super-power.
 
The animations used in the programme were commissioned from students and recent graduates of the International Film School Wales (based in Newport) as well as staff from BBC Wales graphic design department.  The result is a fresh and creative take on the challenge of illustrating historic experiences prior to the age of photography.
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